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Lux E XVIXZz. latter part. 


Give an account of thy ſtewardſbip; 
for thou mayſt be no longer ſteward, 


HE particular ſervice of the day, 
joined with the time of it, at the 
commencement of a new year, have 
ade this ſubject to appear to me not impro- 
er for our preſent meditation. | 
Poſſibly it may appear the more ſuitable, if 
e conſider the Scope of our Saviour in this 
hapterz which is, to excite men to uſe this 
orld, and to manage their concerns in it, 
ith an eye to the other world, and to the 
romoting of their everlaſting intereſts there. 
or this end, the chapter is mainly employed 
delivering to inſtructive and moving para- 
les; this of the unfaithful ſieward, — the 
ther of he rich man and Lazarus. 

The deſign of the former, of 2 our 
relent ſubjeQ makes a part, is to teach us, 
hat we ſhould not look 2055 ourſelves as ab- 
Jute proprietors of the advantages and boun- 
es of Providence which we enjoy in the pre- 
nt life, but rather as ſtewards intruſted by 
50d the ſovercign pioprictor, and accountable 
o him for the uſe of them. That our well 
rl being for ever depends upon the uſe we 
lake of the talents committed to us, in time, 
„ And 


= - 
erzeling and miſapplying ſome part of his 
ads. The ſteward was charged with this 
ne, ordered to make up his accounts, and 
ainted that he muſt quit his place. Thus 
the repreſentation is ſuited to us all; and 
elieve was intended as what will at one 
or other be ſaid to every man, Give an 
unt of thy ſtewardſbip, for thou mayeſt be 
onger fleward. BOTS 
nd this I offer to preſent ſerious conſide- 
pn, that e'er long ſuch a ſummons as this 
be the language of Providence to us all, 
re hear it no otherwiſe. And it contains 
important admonitions, fit to be carried 
Wo with us thro* every day, and in every de- 
ate action of our lives. 


That whatever we have, or are, we ſhould 
ſider ourſelves as fewards, and no more. 


WI. That our ſtewardſhip will ſoon come to 
nd. 


IT. That when it is ended, we muſt pive 
account of it. 


Whatever we have, or are, we ſhould 
ſider ourſelves as Rewards, and no more. 
is muſt be ſaid of us, in reference to all our 
acities, either of body or mind, to our time 
intereſt ; our reputation or friendſhips, or 
ſtance, our opportunities for doing or re- 
Ing good; whatever they may be, or what 
portion ſoevefthey bear to the ſhare which 
lers haye of the fame things; vm our 

are 
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ſhare be leſs or more, we ſhould look upa 
as a ſtewardſhip. That is . 

1. We are not abſolute proprietors, by 
truſted by God with what we have. W. 
ever claim of property we may juſtly pra 
to, in oppoſition, to our fellow. cream 
which would make it highly injurious in d 
to deprive us of it; we can have nog 
againſt God. He is our ſovereign owner; 
we are more ſtupid than the brute crea 
if we know and acknowledge him ng 
ſuch, //as. i. 3. or if we ſhould pretend to 
cept any thing belonging to us from his 
rior claim. 

There are but two ways, that I knoy 
for arriving at property: One is by pet 
acquiſition: The other by the abſolute y 
and Conyeyance of a thing, to us by one 
had the property in it before. Bur neither 
are we abſolute proprietors of any thing i 
Ipcet of God. 4 9 | 

All we have, and are, is not ours by 
nal acquiſition, but by the gift of God. 
natural capacities and powers are luch 8 


4 
Author of our nature hath beſtowed up et ! 
wherein we had no hand or concern ours (i; 
And for all the other diſtinctions which his 
be remarkable in us from other people, Made 
improvements of mind, or the circunlay;; 
of our outward condition; poſhbly a del 
uſe of proper means, on our part, may! P 
contributed to them: Yet I hope we ve, 
that we are much more bcholding to the en 
vidence and bleſſing of God, without Wi m 


all our own endeavours would have 


| 
Ju 
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led and diſappointed. He makes us to dif- 
from another; and, we have nothing which 
have not received. 1 Cor. iv. 7. He giverb 
vom and knowledge. Eccl. ii. 26. He n= 
gel the huschandman to diſcretion, and guides 
in the ſeveral ways and buſineſſes of life, 
he opportunities and occaſions of improv- 


their skill, and by his common influence 
ner; ceds them to the obtaining of it. And 
ren 


n men have obtained the moſt promiſing 
ture, and taken the moſt prudent ſteps, 
x muſt depend upon the ſame good pro- 
nce of God, to obtain thereby either re- 
tion, or intereſt, or friends, or honour, 
ſtate. This is very obvious from every 
s experience z and remarked of old by 
won, Eccl. ix. 11. The race is not [al- 
s] to the ſwift, nor the battle to the ftrong, 
ber jet bread to the wiſe, nor yet riches to 
of underſtanding, nor yet favour to men of 

How often do we ſce men who puſh 
honour, and, by the tendency of ſecond 
es, one would think bid fair for it, yer 
miſs of their aim, as an evidence that a 


upon: Providence withbolds ſome from honour, 
ourk ſaid particularly of Balaam, Numb. xxiv. 1 1. 
nich his, others who attain to honour, ſhould 
e; ede ſenſible, that God pulleth down one, and 
* th up another. The bleſſing of the Lord, 
a Clif 


well as the Hand of the diligent, maketh 
Prov. x. 4, 22. He giveth corn, and 
„and oil, and multiplieth filver, where 
enjoy theſe things, Ho. ii. 8. I appre- 
molt people, who obſerve the courſe of 
gs, either with themſelves or others, muſt 


629 
be ſenſible of this; that beſide: the n 
pleſſing of Providence, which is fit to be 
knowledged when it comes in the moſt 
dinary way, moſt people have been behy 
ing to ſame extraordinary incidents of Py 
dence, for the moſt remarkable ſucceſſes 
have had, either in advancing their way 
circumſtances, or in raiſing them up 
or in making them a way to reputation; 
which incidants they have contributed |; 
themſelves. The ſum is this; God is pri 
pally to be conſidered as the. giver of 
ſhare of worldly good that we enjoy. 
the ſame obſervation holds true concem 
the means of grace. God, in his ſoyey 
Providence, puts theſe prizes into the hy 
of one people, when he withholds them 
another, and affords them in @ more plenj 
meaſure to ſome than to others. % 
partakes of them, ought to receive then 
the free gift of God; for nothing is our pill 
perty, merely by our own acquiſition... /, 
Nor yet have we a property conferred: 
on us by an abſolute. grant from God the 
preme proprietor, The earth bath be givn 
the children of men, Pſalm cxvi. 15. but nat 
as to alienate his own right. Still the u 
is the Lord's, and the fullneſs thereof. He 
only given it to us as #/ufruftuaries. He h 
given men dominion over the works of 
hands in this lower world, but only as fl 
ards under him. And for every particulary 
of his bounty and grace, relating either to 
or godlineſs, God retains. the property; 
have them only lodged in their hands 


& *'9 
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lis is moſt evident, becauſe he ever retains 
right to reſume any or all of them; and 
en exerciſes that right, either upon forfei- 
re, or at ſovereign pleaſure: | 
We are then to confider / ourſelves, not as 
ing abſolute property in any thing, bur as 
ruſted by God with whatever we have. 
ere fore, | | 
>. We are obliged, as ſtewards, to make 
honour and intereft of our Maſter our main 
pe and end, in the uſe of all. A ſteward 
not approve himſelf faithful ro his truſt, 
e make the aggrandizing of - himſelf, - and 
promotion of his own intereſt, the go- 
ning end of his conduct and management. 
leed, as to our greateſt intereſt, that ſtands 
parably connected with our duty to God: 
d we are allowed, and even commanded, 
unite it in our view and deſign, with our 
hen Ward to our Maſtery as the following part 
the parable plainly ſhews. That which 
knavery in the ſteward here repreſented, 
| be fully conſiſtent with our duty as 
vards of our heayenly Maſter's goods; 
gina is, to uſe them for our own beſt profit 
t naß advantage. An earthly lord and his ſteward 
e different intereſts; and therefore if ſuch a 
yard convert his maſter's goods to his own 
ranrage, he muſt fo far wrong his maſter, 
t God hath graciouſly united his glory 
our true happineſs, into one intereſt ; 
-ular on that we cannot more effectually employ 
er to talents with which we are entruſted for 
ps honour, than by uſing them to our 
n higheſt advantage; nor better ſecure our 
B own 
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own happineſs, than by deſigning to prom 
God's — and — 1 whe 4 
But yet till there is place for attending 
this part of the plain duty of a ſtewar 
ſupreme regard to our Maſter's honour 
intereſt. This ſhould explicitely be made 
aim in our whole courſe, as well as a 
even to our beſt and final intereſts. Ang 
the caſe of our temporal intereſts, they: 
interfere with God's; and then, in comyy 
tion with his, they ſhould be laid in the 6 
and chearfully ſacrificed to his ſuperior i 
reſt, if they interfere with ir. Our hon 
and reputation, our eaſe and quiet, our fri 
ſhips and worldly enjoyments, and even 
itſelf, ſhou!d be of ſmall eſteem with us, « 
pared with the much nobler end of hon 
ing God, and promoting his cauſe. An 
the uſe of all our talents, we are not to q 
ſult ſe}f-pleaſing or ſelf-intereſt of any k 
tor this world, as our main aim; but m 
more how we may moſt effectually con 
all we have, or are, to God; how wet 
molt ſucceſsfully employ our capacities 
endowments in his ſervice; how we may! 
honour him with our ſubſtance. Hollis 
the Lord, ſhould be writtox upon our 
chandiſe, and our hire. It ſhould be our! 
dy, how we may fill up our time moſt 
the credit of religion, in the ſervice of 
and our generation; how we may moſt ad 
our profeſſion, and win others by our « 
verſation to glorify our Father in hear 
This is the * the Apoſtle's ext 


tation, Phil. iv. 8. Mhat ſoe ver things art 
a 


(11) 

batſoever things are honeſt; whatſoever things 
/ juſt, whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever 
ings are lovely, whatſoever things are of good 
rt; if there be any virtue, and if there be 
proj think of theſe things. This is alſo 
ſenſe of that general precept, 1 Cor. x. 31. 


ether ye eat or drink, or whatſoever ye do, 


A/ to the glory of God. And this is the in- 
cy tion of the general character which the 
om de Apoſtle gives of all genuine Chriſtians, 
he M. xiv. 7, 8. None of us liveth to bimſelf, 


or 0 man dieth to himſelf for whether we 


hon „ we live unto the Lord; and whether we 
* frig we die unto the Lord. Whether we live 
yen | efore, or die, we gre the Lord's. 

s, . We arc engaged, as ſtewards, to con- 
bo r ourſelves in the uſe of all we are intruſt- 
An with, by the ſignifications of our Maſter's 
to ed, and not by our own will and pleaſure. 
ny a ſteward ought to make it his general 
tee to ſerve his maſter's intereſt, according 


the beſt of his apprehenſion; ſo where 
WW maſter ſignifies his pleaſure, he muſt pur- 
the courle preſcribed to him by the pro- 
tor. Such is our obligation to our Maſ- 
in heaven; only much ſtronger than we 
be in to any maſter on earth. An carth- 


ur 
our (Ford may miſtake his own intereſt, and in 
noſt e cales not underſtand it ſo well as his 


ward: In ſuch a circumſtance, it is not 
decoming a ſteward, modeſtly to debate the 
ers of his maſter; tho' he muſt acquieſce 
laſt, if he cannot convince him. In our 
ene it is quite otherwiſe. The beſt direc- 
n we can have, not only how to plcaſe 
B 2 God, 


— 


thoſe who are ſtewards, and not prop 
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God, but how to honour him, ' muſt be 
ceived from himſelf, from the preſcript 
of his infinite wiſdom. | | 

He hath inlaid many notices of his. mi 
in the reaſon and natural conſcience of 
men; and in his word he hath given py 
cular directions, how we ought to uſe oy 
of the talents committed to us. At leaf, 
hath given general directions for all; whi 
if they are carefully attended to, will be 
ficient to regulate our conduct in the vam 
circum ſtances and events thro' which we 
Now our buſineſs is, to uſe upright en 
vours for knowing his mind in every g 
and then to act accordingly. Obedienc 
better than ſacrifice, that we follow his du 
tion in the uſe of his own gifts; as bect 


tors. | 
I proceed to a ſecond inſtruction intin * 


II. Our ſtewardſhip will ſoon come to 
end. One man indeed cannot ſay to ano 
as in the text, Thou mayeſt be no longer ſteui 
thy ſtewardſhip is out this moment. But 
may ali ſay the following things to our e. 
and one to another, with the greateſt trut 

1. The longeſt continuance of our ſtem 
ſhip poſſible, is only during the preſent li 
And that is but ſhort,. at the longeſt, ! 
thren, the time is ſhort, 1 Cor. vii. 29. Sh 
compared with the paſt duration of the wd 
we are in; but infinitely more, compi 
with cternity, It is ſhort, conſidering | 


yalk 
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jety of work we have to do in it, for the 
ice of God, the benefit of our genera- 
n, and the ſalvation of our own ſouls. In 
ſe views we have bur a little time to live, 
> we ſhould reach to threeſcore years and 
or by reaſon of ſtrength to fourſcore, 
even it we ſhould arrive at the age of 
W:-/a/-5. Now this ſhort time of life is 
urmoſt period of our ſtewardſhip. All 
enjoyments of life, which are the truſt 
mitted to us, muſt end with it: For we 
ve gbt nothing into this world, and it is cer- 
en that we can carry nothing out. 1 Tim. vi. 7. 
y'C r riches, your honour, your influence, 
ence ich make you capable of doing good; and 
r opportunities of reading and hearing, 
ect | meditating on the overtures of the got 
by which you are capable of receiving 
4, will be no longer in your poſſeſſion, as 
n as foul and body are ſeparated: And tho” 
natural capacities of your minds will ſtill 
| ain, that will no longer be in a way of 
tet in order to an account and a recom- 
neh ce. We may all ſay with our Maſter, 
—_— ix.4. / muſt work the works of him that 
But 7 me, while it is day; for the night cometh, 
erein no man can work, Therefore the ad- 
tune of Solomon is founded on the higheſt rea- 
Kl. ix. 10. #batever thy hand findetb 
do, do it with thy might ; for there is 10 
rk, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom, in 
grave, whither thou goeſt. 
e v2. We may be put out of many parts of 
mpg [{ewardſhip before death. As God alw:ys 
ans a right to reſume his own gifts, - he 
den 
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often calls for them from men while they: 
by the way. How often, how eaſily, 
men deprived of the uſe of their rational 
3 while they continue to ſojourn 
ody! Is it an uncommon thing for rich 
take themſelves wings, and to fly away lik 
eagle towards heaven? The means of | 
may be withdrawn, or continued with 
advantage and power than formerly, E 
capacity may be gy infeebled and b 
ed by age, if we ſhould live to declining yp 
And by any of theſe circumſtances we my 
rendred incapable of acting to ſo good 
poſe for God, for our ſouls, or for our fel, 
creatures, as formerly we might have dom 
3. The end of our ſtewardſhip may, 
ought we know, be very ſoon. Howe 
cure we may ſeem now to be, of any cl 
ment, it would be great imprudence abſal 
ly to depend upon it. A man may be ne 
to a fall from the pinnacle of honour, whe 
is arrived at the top; as in the caſe of Ha 
Your ſubſtance may be greatly enlarged, 
vet ſuddenly ſwept: away; as in the ak 
705. »The vigour of parts, and furniture 
uſefulneſs, may be loſt on a ſudden ; and 
greateſt ſtrength of bodily conſtitution be 
duced to a moſt languiſhing ſtate, by an u 
pected diſtemper. In the midſt of life, 
© are in death.“ Such diſorders may nov 
breeding within our bodily frame, while 
aft perceive them, that in a little while i 
Hake and diſſolve the earthly houſe of thi! 
bernacle: Or what to us is a ſudden accide 
may come with a divine commiſlſion to it 
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quick into another world. This year we 


Y, y die Or even, is night our foul may be re- 
nal f us. 1 | 
urn Al ſhould impreſs this thought upon us, 
chai we {hall not be long ſtewards. But then, 


II. We muſt give an account of our ſtew- 


th ſhip, when it is over. Give an account of 
Eewardſbip. 

blur he nature of the tenure by which we hold 

8 5*˙ makes an account of it moſt reaſonable to 
mi demanded from us. It would argue weak- 

dd and negligence in our Lord and ſovereign 

fel prietor, if he ſhould omit it; as it would 


eſteemed ſo in an earthly maſter. Upon 
view, the wiſer heathens entertained ſome 
ectation of a future account. 

But we, who enjoy the light of the Goſpel, 


bla e che moſt expreſs declarations, that our 
nei enly Maſter will herein act worthy of him- 
ben Every one of us ſhall give account of him- 
Ha Rom. xiv. 12. Me muſt all appear before 


judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, that every one may 
ive the things done in his body, according to 
be hath done, whether it be good or bad. 
or. v. 10. And therefore, in every ſtation 
s our great concern to behave as they that 


n give account, that we may do it with joy, 
life, not with grief. Heb. xiii. 17. 

nov al hat which makes this thought the more 
hile ul is, that we muſt render this account :0 


Maſter. Every one ſhall give account of hin- 
to God. Rom. xiv. 12. To God, the jude 
all. Not to a fallible creature, capable of 
g impoſed upon; or an incompetent Juge 
2 0 


(17) 
> are prevailingly good, a proportion will 
obſerved in the reward. 2 Cor. ix. 6. He 


ch ſoweth ſparingly, ſhall reap ſparingly ; and 
hich ſoweth bountifully, ſhall reap bounti- 


conclude with ſome reflections. 

We, who are but ſtewards, have no rea- 
to murmur, if others are intruſted with 
e than we; or if ſome talents are with- 
7n which once were committed to us. In- 
1 of that, we have a juſt foundation for 
kfulneſs, how little ſoever it be, that we 

ſo much for our ſhare, and that we have 
yed it ſo long. For ſhall not God do what 

ill with his own? May he not, when he 
ſes, call in what he has but lent us? And 
leſs we have, the leſs we are accountable 


We, who are but ſtewards of all, ſhould 
imagine that God is beholden to us; or 
ly pretend to merit, tho' we ſhould make 
ſo good an improvement of any of the 
ntages we poſſeſs. If we have done all 
is commanded us, we muſt ſay, we are 
ofitable ſervants; we have done no more than 
our duty to do. Luke xvii. tro. Why 
id we boaſt, as if we had not received? 
uld we not rather ſay with David, 1 Chr. 
. 14. All things come of thee, and of thine 
bade we given thee, Or, as in ver. 16. 
this fore, which we have prepared to build 
an houſe, cometh of thine hand, and is all 
eown/ We are in no capacity of ſerving 

any Way, but with _ enjoyments 1 
the 


(Ss) 
the powers which he hath given us; an 
ſhould never have made a right uſe of g 
without the addition of his grace to fom 
to a right diſpoſition. 

3. We, who are ſtewards, but liable i; 
turned out at pleaſure, ſhould know our i 
and diſcharge our truſt, while it is in| 
hands. It will not prevent an uncomfon 
accounts if hereafter we ſhould be incy 
rated for a particular ſervice to God or 
veneration, as long as we once had it ie: 
power of our hands, if we had attends 
our ſeafon. A caution for the future, jj 
of the things recommended in the ſtewart 
ſcribed in the parable; tho' the unjuſt met 
he uſed in making proviſion for changing 
cumſtances, are juſtly to be abhorred, 
ſhould work while it is day; and ſo mud 
more, as we ſee our laſt day approaching; 
we may not have our work to do, wheq 
time is out. 

4. We, who muſt give an account to 
ſhould often call ourſelves ro account, 
we have diſcharged our ſtewardſhip hitha 
where we have been negligent, where 
have been unfaithful. That we may ende 
to make accounts even by unfeigned 
ance for whatever hath been amiſs ; whit 
the grace of the Goſpel we have encoun 
ment to hope for, thro' the blood of C 
Tor, if we would judge ourſelves, wt | 
not be judged. 1 Cor. xi. 31. And thit 
may be quickened to greater zeal for time 
come: Azowing the time, that now it 1 
lime to awake out of ſleep, for wow is d 

| þ 
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on nearer than when we believed. Rom. 


, IL. 
Let it be made the conſtant buſineſs of 
lives to be ready to give up our account 
h joy, and not with grief. | 
o that end, let us make as little work for 
nance as we can; and TH or? avoid a 
> and intricate reckoning. It will be our 
Yom, frequently to review both our truſt, 
our diſcharge of it;. that we may exer- 
hearty repentance for whatever we know 


amiſs, and humbly plead the great atone- 
t for an actual pardon. 


, oi he beſt habitual preparation, will be a 
wal ful attendance to our ſtewardſhip, endea- 
mei ing to honour God, and obey his will, 
ging e proper uſe of what he hath committed 
ed s. We ſhould make the beſt diſcovery 


an, of our own peculiar talents, and our 
ortion of them; and watch the oppor- 
ies and calls given us by Providence, for 
ſe of each, and readily fall in with them, 


to i ſhould be done, not only in the uſe of 
nt, talents, but of all that are put under our 
hithe 1s ſtewards; and thro' our whole courſe, 


pur ſtewardſhip comes to its concluſion. 
py is that ſervant, whom his Lord when be 


del 

all find ſo doing. | 
hich og the inſtances of a right diſcharge 
cou ur ſtewardſhip, charity and beneficence 
(ee neceſſitous makes one eminent branch; 
ve 2 branch, which our Saviour had emi- 


ly in his eye, in delivering this parable; 
application of it in ſome Plowing verſes 
ly ſignifies. And I dare recommend that 

C2 parti- 
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particular ſort of _ to which your nbr. 
tribution is now defired, as a very plain Wi 
preſſing occaſion for your charitable reg cal 
Allow me to lay before you the brief accWenty 
of it, which hath been put into my hands, o v 
e ool, 


The State of the CMARITY-SchO 
In Gravel-Lane, Southwark; as it 


ftands, the firſt day of January, 171 


H E foundation of this ſchool; was in 
year 1687. The number of ſchokn 
firſt was forty, afterwards increaſed to! 
and now to about one hundred. They 
taught to read, write, and cypher; and ar ve! 
ſo inſtructed in the 4//embly's Catechiſm. 
It may be ſaid to be the firſt ſchool the 
teſtant diſſenters were concerned in. | 
Here objects are received without diſtin 
of parties, the general good being intenl 
It is fituated in one of the pooreſt parts i 
the city; and the children of the poorelſ 
of watermen and fiſhermen are here tay 
without any expence to their parents. 
The charge has been defrayed by they 
and ſubſcriprions of private perſons, toprif 
with the annual colle&ion on this day, al 
place, and one 1n the city, 


The managers have been enabled to © 
the children Bibles, Teſtaments, and eb 
chiſms; and to place ſome out apprenticsill [ 
trades; and by the Providence of God ch 
ing them in the truſt repoſed in them, by! * 

em 


charity of the contributors, and the kind 
| membril 


SS 


brances of ſome by legacies given in their 
wills, have ſet up another ſchool, under 
care of a miſtreſs, for learning abour 
nty younger children to ſpell and read, 
o when fitted, are taken into the maſter's 
ool, for writing and cyphering, and made 
* for trades. ä 


our 
lain 
reg 
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ertainly, a work of this nature ſpeaks for 
f, and the bare repreſentation of it ſhould 
age your ready aſſiſtance. | 


as in he riſing age cannot fail to be very much 
1olan concern of all ſerious Chriſtians z that God 
to have an intereſt in the world when they 
hey WE mſclves are dead and gone. And there can 
d very little hope of the next age, unleſs the 


nds of virtue and religion, who are now 
Wing upon the ſtage of life, rake ſome care 
the virtuous education of thoſe who are 
dwing up. | 

he children of the poor cry aloud for the 
paſlionate concern of thoſe who are in 
tter circumſtances than their parents. We 
the ſad effects, where no care is taken to 
m the minds of ſuch children to the know- 
ge of God and their duty: They have ſcarce 
y principle to reftrain them from enormous 
es, or to diſpoſe them to any thing that 1s 
dod, and hardly any foundation for the word 
God to work upon, and too often become 
e burthens and the plagues of the earth. 
The children that are here ſupported, are 
ch as could have ſcarce any advantage for 
ture piety, or to prepare them to be uſeful 
embers of the community, without this pro- 
viſion. 
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lake of their own towardly di 


ber, that you have chearſully embraccd « 
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viſion. Some of them deſerve the more g 
ſideration, for the ſake of their parents, 
have many of them bcen diligent and indy 
ous in their time. Some of the children ni 
pretend to the regard of good prople for | 
poſitions, 

promiſing capacities: And for the work 
them, there is the argument of neceſſity, 
Nov in reference to this caſe, I would 
fire you to conſider yourſelves as ſtewarg 


your ſubſtance. If you are intruſted with Wh k 
tle, God and man expect but little from b 
yet your mite may be hoped for. But if ant: 
are intruſted with a larger ſhare, your r 

minds cannot fail to ſuggeſt, that a larger 1 
portion may be expected from you for d 
lick ſervice, which you know requires no e 
expence. (cl 


If you would conſider your time of ſtyl 
ſhip as ſhorr, you would not think much 
the returns of ſuch an opportunity as ll 
You may be in another world, before anol 
new year; or Providence may reduce y 
world]y circumſtances before that time; f 
the exerciſe of charity is one of the moſt li 
Iy ways to ſecure the divine bleſſing upon wt 
you have: But in caſe of death or dilalt 
will it not be a real pleaſure to you to rem 


| 541009 of doing good, while you mt 
able ? 

And when you look forward to the accoul 
can you think that this will not paſs well 
it, when you remember how Chriſt repreſa 
the proceſs of the great day, in Matib. . 
. 2 Vv 1 


ts, n out of the characters of the condemned 
indy the abſolved then he ſingles out only 
en na inſtance, their different reſpects to him 
for WW his members, either by neglecting to draw 
ns, i their bowels to them, or by compaſlionately 
eving them? 

o conclude. I muſt ſuppoſe you all either 
have had a religious education yourſelves, 
not to have had one. If you have had it, 
know the worth and benefit of it. It 
have not, you know the want of ſuch an 
antage. And therefore ſhew your love to 
Ir poor neighbour, by aſſiſting toward the 
| -udtion of theſe little ones. Then what 
do, on Chriſt's account to the leaſt of 
e his ſervants, he will take as done unto 
(elf. 


NIV. 


Shorty will be Publ fred, The Third Rui. 


DJRaftical Diſcourſes concerning the 
tian Temper: Being Thirty- eight 
mons upon the Principa if” Heads of Pri 
Religion, eſpecially as 47 . and ink 
by Chriſtianity. In two Volumes 89, 
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